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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on January 
1 1 , 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Simpson 
et al (US 5,967,921). 

Simpson et al disclose a tensioner used for imparting proper tension to a 
wrapping transmission member, characterized in that a body of said tensioner is 
composed of plastic outer (102) and inner bodies formed by different members 
respectively (see Fig 3); the outer body provided with said tensioner mounting means 
including a bushing and a mounting hole (310, 312), an inner body fitting hole (see Fig 
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1), said inner body is provided with a plunger accommodating hole (see Fig 1), a 
plunger (130) biased by a compression spring (107) is slidably fitted into said plunger 
accommodating hole (see Fig 1), a bottom portion of said plunger accommodating hole 
is provided with a check valve (202), and at least said inner body, said check valve, said 
compression spring and said plunger form an inner body side unit (see Fig 1), which 
imparts proper tension; and said inner body, which forms said inner body side unit is 
adapted to be fixed into the inner body fitting hole of said outer body (see Fig 1 ), the 
inner body sealed to the outer body by heat welding such that no leaks between the 
inner body and the outer body occur due to different coefficients of thermal expansion of 
the plastic outer body and in the inner body (col. 3 lines 45-51). 

Response to Arguments 

The Declaration filed on January 1 1 , 2008 under 37 CFR 1.131 has been considered 

but is ineffective to overcome the Simpson et al (US 5,967,921) reference. In 
paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Declaration the applicant speculates that critical defects may 
or may not occur in the tensioner, but has provided no evidence to support the 
statement. 

The applicant's remarks have been accorded due consideration, however, they 
are not deemed fully persuasive. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 



Application/Control Number: 10/679,644 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3682 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Vicky A. Johnson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3682 



